A Pastoral Letter from the Co-Adjutor Bishop of the National Catholic Church of North America

“Today you will be with me in paradise.” [Luke 23:43]  These are the words of Jesus who was hanging on the cross between to alleged thieves. One we call the “good thief,” St. Dismas, who sought the Lord’s mercy at the moment of his death and was promised it.  Death for us is a transformation from this temporary life into the permanent life of heaven, where scripture tells us is a place where “every tear will be wiped away from their eyes, and there shall be no more death or mourning, wailing or pain, for the old order has passed away.” [Rev. 21:4]
We abhor the tragedy of Orlando this past week.  It is yet another sign of how so many people fail to see the preciousness of life, all life.  It is yet another sign of how we as a people have polarized ourselves rather than seeking the balance in life that is needed for us to continue on in our pilgrim journey in Christ’s peace.
And yet, even with such polarization and lack of respect for all life, it is incumbent on us to respect all human life, for we are called to be God’s people, free to love and be loved, free to use our talents and giftedness to build up his kingdom, and not to be so polarized as to destroy life itself and tarnish his kingdom with the shedding of blood. 

We take comfort in knowing that the Lord is so merciful that he gives us everlasting life.  We pray today for those who have died in Orlando’s massacre.  We pray for those who are recovering from their wounds and will have lasting physical and psychological wounds from this tragic event.  We pray also for the rest who must carry on in this life, the families and friends of those who have died in this senseless act.  We pray for the Orlando community who have been traumatized by such a needless violent act. 
We also need to, once again, deal with the issue of gun control.  Gun control is not the elimination of the “gun amendment” of our constitution but rather a responsible control of this amendment.  We must remember that we do this with all other amendments, why haven’t we done this for this issue.  Even the gun lobbyist  concede that certain guns are for, as we have heard them say, “the killing of others.”  Why then, do we need to proliferate their use?  We need to be responsible in our actions by saving lives, not destroying life.  Will this eliminate the killing that seems to be unending?  Probably not, at least for years to come as we slowly remove these killing machines from our society.  But if it saves just one life, then isn’t it something we’re called to do.

Lastly, let us pour out our prayers for our St. Dorothy’s NCC community in Orlando.  Let us give them all our support, our love and our care for having to be in the forefront of this tragedy.  Let us pray for Fr. Jim and Fr. Anthony who lead this community and for Fr. Jim for his constant and intense involvement in helping those who mourn their dead.
Peace be with you,
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